Legrain stopped and stared at the ground. Then he said in a
choked voice, but with great firmness,                                 j?

"Monsieur Gerbier, you've got to get away from here. He
paused, then raised his head and added, "They need you out
there."

As Gerbier did not answer, Legrain continued, "I have an idea,
... I've had it a long time____Til tell you about it to-night."

They took leave of each other. Gerbier bought some cigarettes
from the guard who acted as his purveyor. He made the round
of the plateau. He wore his usual smile. He was reaching the
objective he had been working toward through the stories and
the images with which he had patiently intoxicated Legrain.
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"I'll tell you what my idea is," whispered Legrain when he had
made sure the colonel, "the travelling salesman and the pharmacist
were fast asleep.

Legrain collected his thoughts and chose his words. Then he
spoke.

"What stands in the way of escape? There are two things: the
barbed wires and the patrols. As for the barbed wires, the ground
isn't the same level everywhere, and there are places where a
slender man like yourself, Monsieur Gerbier, can squeeze under,
though he might rip his clothes a little."

"I know all those places,'* said Gerbier.

"So much for the barbed wires," said Legrain. "That leaves
the patrols. How many minutes do you need to run as far as the
patrol road, pass it and be absorbed in the landscape?"

"Twelve..., Fifteen at the most." said Gerbier.

"Well, I can manage to make the guards blind for longer than
that," said Legrain.

"I think so," said Gerbier placidly. "It's not difficult for a
skilful electrician to fix it in advance so the current will break
down."

"You thought of it," Legram murmured. "And you never said
a word/'

"I like to command or to accept. I don't know how to ask a
favour," said Gerbier, "I was waiting for it to come from you." -